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Purpose: To investigate the characteristics of misleading metrics and identify the extent
to which Iranian journals use such indicators.

Methodology: Charctrisitcs were harvested form th eliterature. Then, 410 Iranian
journals using such metrics were identified from the misleading metrics websites. Data
analysis was conducted using Microsoft Excel.

Findings: Sudden disappearance from the web, large number of indexed journals,
ambiguous and non-scientific methodologies, lack of accurate contact information,
failure to notify about the scientific and administarive staff, charging journals for the
calculation of metrics and conducting the evaluation in a short period of time were
common. The name and information of 410 Iranian journals were listed in the website
of 23 misleading metrics, 49 accredited by The Iranian Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology (MSRT) and 101 titles accredited by The Iranian Ministry of Health
and Medical Education (MHME) mentioned at-least one misleading metric in their
websites. Out of medical science journals 56% are affiliated with the medical science
universities and institutions.

Conclusion: Utilizing misleading metrics negatively affect the reputation of scientific
journals. That put them at the rist to be listed as as predatory journals. Editorial boards
are advised to avoid being indexed in misleading metrics and focus on reputable

information and citation databases.
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1. Predatory publishers

2. Predatory journals

3. Hijacked journals

4. Fake conferences

5. Open access journals

6. Gold open access model
7. Peer review

8. Bogus impact factors
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1. Web of Science

2. Scopus

3. Pubmed

4. Misleading metrics

5. Science Citation Index (SCI)
6. Clarivate analytics

7. Journal Citation Report (JCR)
8. Citable items

9. Journal level metrics

10. Immediacy index

11. Article influence score
12.SIR

13. CiteScore
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1. Arab Impact Factor

2. General Impact Factor

3. Global Impact Factor

4. Scientific Impact Factor
5. Systematic Impact Factor
6. Technical Impact Factor
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