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sources, electronic
journals, library OPACs etc. can be accessed
through World Wide Web. Much atention
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design and development of web directories.
This has given the librarian a new dynamic
ol to play and seve i the iniemet

organize web sites. So they should have
skalls for: Searching and finding information
on the web, the content of web
sites, writing a brief informative

about web sites and the web sites
based on subject structure. We

web directory, Iranhoo (www.iranhoo.com),
and social and cultaral impact of their job 10
attract ten thousands of Iranian end-users
daily 1o acoess 10 about 4,000 Iranian web
sites through Persian search interface as well
a5 500 brawseable subject caiegories.

2. What is a Web Directory?

A Web directory is a subject tree or
hicrarchical list of selected web sites. Under
cach main category (topic) there's a list of
sub-categories each of which may be linked

to the
specific topics and find the list of related web
sites or hyperlinks. Construction of subject
tree in web directorics is a very important
issue. Some Web directories have their own
proprictary subject trec such as_Yahoo
(www yshoocom) or Open Directory
(www dmozorg). There are several web

ra.

wade through piles of irrelevant sites to find
what users are looking for based on a

(such 35, organized by team of editors,
of quality sites, casy and quick
‘access to information through subject tre,
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3.Librarians as the Content
Specialist of Web Directories
The environment in which librarians work is
changing in terms of greater acoess o &
range of information, increased speed in

Internet  resources
ok el e Uit
Subject Headings (12). The Scout Report
Archives is a scarchable and browseable
database of more than 14,500 crifical
amotations of carefully mmd Internet

professional

‘summarized
i o Liviey of e s

Heading (13). The Librarians' Index to the
Internei is searchable, annotated subj
directory of more than 10,000 reliable,
trustworthy,  librarian-selected _Intemet
resources organized to Library of
Wswp« Headings (14). Moreover,
there: many annotated directories
:vmllh!n in the libraries’ web sites

information and this makes locating related
os. Basically, many search concepts
i traditional are the same in



riate scarch terms can help them
mm‘mmmwnm&
quality information for web directories.
In other words, librarians are three, or four,
or five times more efficient and more
than end users are at performing
own information searching activities
5). This, probably, is one reason for
why librarians can play a role in
deigning and development of web
directories and subject indexes.
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3.2 Skill Twa. Evaluction of the Qually of
Information on
In & broad sense, libraians or information
professionals evaluate i
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special Some  web
directories such as Open Dircctory is
maintained editors
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32 smr Three. Content Description of
Web Si

leramm are thoroughly familiar with
and materials

Unlike  scarch engines  which  sutomatically
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of web pages, use humans to

Skill Four. Organization of Selected Web
Sites

Resources on. the Intemct have now grown
0 such an extent that there is an urgent need
for  thei management  and
omgnization. Web directorics o subject
indexes are basically browsable grngh
subject hicrarchical structure. Under cach

main topic there's a lis of sub-topics cach of
which may be linked 1o another set of sub-

LC classifieations for organization of web
sites and many others use their own subject
scheme Librarians subject approach to web
sites would be more helpful to build and
develop the subject trec as a main retrieval
tool in web directories.
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4. Librarians’ Experience in Building
and Developing a National Web
Directory

limitations in existing web directories were
mmmmmmmwm
a national web directory of Iranian web

§

Lack of Persian search interface.
# Lack of subject hierarchical structure for
locating a list of related web sites.

Lack of comprehensive and logical
subject tree among existing directories.

Lack of advanced scarch options for
locating information.

l.._nk of informative description about

* Lack of add or submit function for
introducing web sites for inclusion in
database.

cultural, social, political and national
principals of Iran among cuciting directores.
4.1 Team Selection

Two main sections were developed for
designing and developing of Iranhoo
directory: Content Section and Technical
Section.

4.1.1. Content section
Librarians as contentt  specialist were
responsible for doing following tasks:
o Searching and locating Iranian web
sites  through search_ engines, web
directories ar other web-based resources.

o Content evaluation of located web sies
based on approved criterio. Librarians in
this

constructon sites, sites with many dead links
and heavy graphical designs that make them
very slow t fetrieve were ignored {0o.

*+  Determination of main-categories and
related sub-categories based on hierarchal
subject free, Librarians in this scction usc
Persian Subject Headings of the National
Library of Iin (VL) and oter Persian
thesauruses categories for
e A
web sites.

 Description of content of web sites. As
earlier, librarians arc familiar

with abstracting and indexing techniques, so

they can describe the content and subject of



web sites more :Iﬁwvely and make a

PP o Tl e
should included in. In the Content

Sev.'am, librarians have critical role for

writing  informative description  about

selected web sites.

© Determination of search tmerﬁeuand

Comments and recommendations

for
designing search capabilitics and interface of
the web directory.
4.1.2. Technical Section
Computer experts were responsible for
doing following tasks:
* Programming for database and other
parts of the site.
o Computer graphical design such as
icans, buttons, search interface, images and
ac
« Network management and security.
*  Data transfer and control.

4.2. An Overview on Iranhoo
‘Web Directory

5.1.1. Size of the Database. Umil April
1, 2003 about 4,000 Iranian web sites were.

are located or submitied and added 1o the
database

re

5.1.2 Currency of Information. While it
is very difficult 0 review all added sites in a
certain period of time, Hbrasians check the

companies a user should browse through
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web sites. To accelerate the process of
locating and adding new web sites, users or
web sites owners can themselves register
sites through Submit @ URL function. Thus,
anyone can enter title, URL and description
of the desired sit and submit it to the web

select and suggest
related to the content of the submitting web
sites,

5.1.5. Content Description of Sites. As
mentioned earlcr, librarians write a short
description (15-30 words) about the contemt
of each site It scemed very

the retrieved sites.

S.0.6. Search Capabilities. Although,
browsing subject caegories is the
secking in

Bool
NOT in Persian search interface, the signs +,
I and — were used 1o perform the operators
accordingly.

In the advanced search, keywords can be
searched in the title, deseription and URL
field separately. Through pull-down menu,
users can use operators among fields
Mnmmmug“um can be used

related operators: just like basic
perform

Users can also within _retricved
results. Moreover, as  default, keywords are
searched in

ekt s pags from 1050
5.7, Displaying of Information. After

categories and indexed sites as well as new
added sites within a month is shown
5.1.8. Other Sections of the sm.
Although, Iraahoo Web Directory is



searchable database of lIranians E-mail
addresses, Kids and Teens as well as free
online magazines on Health, Computer and
Internet, Science and Technology, Business
and Economics and Sports in Persian. The
content. of all above sections are provided by
librarians. *

6. Conclusion
Librarians may be developing

environment. In other words, onc way to
strengthen information content on the
web is buikding librarians compiled web
directories.

Irankoo Web Directory is one of the
sucoessful example of using skills and
Imowledge of librarians to build and develop

interface. Lack of a national scarch tool in
many developing countries has caused users
scarch their desired keywords in other
languages.  Although, there arc several
intemational popular search engines (such as

rrr

Google, AltaVista and All lizwub) Ivld:

Open Directory Project where morc than
53,000 volunteer cditors help it to build the
largesthuman- directory with

Z and content
specialist to locate and evaluate web sites
und:ﬁmxlyb:hdpﬁdmbnddl&ubm
of high quality web sites. Through this
network of editors with the same cultural
and social
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