Librarianship and Information Organization Studies

Build and Validate the Scale Personal Competency and Practical Requirements
for Child Librarians Public Libraries

Mansoor Koohi Rostami'(®, Pariya Baziyar*®J, Shahnaz Khademizadeh®

1. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran
(Corresponding author); m.rostami@scu.ac.ir

2. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran;
paria.bazyar@gmail.com

3. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran;
S.khademi@scu.ac.ir

Abstract

Purpose: Effective library services for children require a wide range of professional skills. Therefore, it is
important to identify competencies of child librarians. This study has designed and validated a scaling system to
assess such competencies. According to Tetens’ theory, the personality and the character of the human being is
composed of five areas. The first three are called internal and the other two are called external realms. Internal
realms include: 1) ideas and beliefs, 2) feelings, emotions, and 3) wills and desires. External realms include
speech and action.

Method: Structural equation modeling and confirmatory factor analysis have been used. To determine the
content validity of the designed questionnaire, experts and librarians of public libraries were engaged. Purposeful
sampling was used in this section. Validation was carried out among randomly selected members of public
library community of Khuzestan province. A researcher-made questionnaire based on Akbari, Shaghaghi, and
Asnafi (1400) was used to collect data. Internal realms were assigned 44 items and external realms 34 items.
Data analysis was performed using inferential statistical indicators including structural equation modelling.
Findings: The factor load of 44 paths was greater than 0.5. The calculated significant numbers were greater than
1.96 which indicates confirmation of all paths. The results of confirmatory factor analysis of child librarians'
action requirements model showed that the calculated factor loads for all paths are greater than 0.5. Also,
calculated significant numbers were greater than 1.96 which indicates confirmation of all paths. Confirmatory
factor analysis of the instrument showed that the instrument had a good fit, and the combined reliability of all
factors was higher than 0.90, which indicates the optimal reliability of the instrument. Also, the correlation of the
scores of the components of the questionnaires is positive and significant, as such indicating the convergent
validity of the questionnaire.

Conclusion: Our proposed scale provides a benchmark for recruiting child librarians. Also, it could be employed
for strengthening and enhancing the secretarial and action skills of child librarians through educational programs.
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