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Abstract

Purpose: Both Islamic and Western scholars have classified various sciences based on three foundations:

ontological, methodological and evaluative. However, given their different perspectives on the natural of science,

they have employed various criteria and models for classification. The purpose of this study is to examine the

similarities and differences between the classifications of Islamic and Western sciences according to these three

foundations.

Methodology: This article adopts an analytical approach and has been conducted through a comprehensive

literature review.

Findings: In the classification of sciences, both Islamic and Western scholars have paid greater attention to the

ontological basis than methodological and evaluative bases. Nevertheless, all three have functioned as criteria and

models for classification. The key difference lies in the greater diversity of patterns and criteria among Muslim

scholars. Notably, the library-based criterion has proven particularly practical due to its simplicity and efficiency

in storing and retrieving scientific knowledge.

Conclusion: By identifying the differences in foundations of patterns and criteria employed by Muslim and

Western scholars in classifiying the sciences, it is possible to propose a form of localized classification rooted in

the ontological perspective of Muslim scholars. Such an approach can also guide the formulation of educational

and research objectives.
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