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Abstract

Purpose: This research seeks to determine the factors that affect Iran's
participation in international copyright treaties. Such participation is
considered crucial for effective interaction with global markets, due to the
significant role of copyright in safeguarding intellectual creations and
promoting the growth of creative industries.

Method: This research is applied in nature and utilizes a qualitative
methodology. The approach is meta-synthesis, which facilitates thorough and
systematic examination of qualitative texts, enabling the amalgamation of
existing findings, the extraction of essential concepts and underlying patterns,
and the formulation of new insights derived from prior studies. The data
sources for this research encompassed scholarly articles, theses, books, and
other pertinent research materials in both Persian and non-Persian languages.
From an initial collection of 4,937 academic records, a screening process was
implemented based on criteria including duplication, absence of full-text
access, and irrelevance to the research inquiry. In the end, 51 sources were
chosen as the final sample for in-depth analysis. Considering the intricacy of
the subject matter and the variety of sources, meta-synthesis was recognized
as the most appropriate method for a thorough analysis.

Findings: The analysis revealed that four dimensions—economic(4 enablers,
4 obstacle factors), cultural (6 enablers, 3 obstacle factors), political (2
enablers, 5 obstacle factors), and legal (8 enablers, 2 obstacle factors)— are
essential in the accession process. Within the economic dimension, issues
like Iran's minimal participation in the global market and a lack of adherence
to economic mechanisms were noted, while the enhancement of trade
infrastructure was recognized as an enablers element. In terms of culture, the
frailty of the publishing sector was identified as a significant obstacle,
although the improvement of management infrastructure could open up new
avenues. From a political standpoint, economic sanctions and certain
overarching governance perspectives presented major challenges; However,
bolstering international credibility could serve as an incentive for accession.
Legally, shortcomings in the Berne Convention and structural difficulties
were considerable barriers, yet the adaptability of treaties for developing
nations might facilitate the accession process.

Conclusion: Accession to international copyright treaties is shaped by
various economic, cultural, political, and legal factors. While the growth and
enhancement of creative industries without such accession—essential for
effective engagement with global markets and the exchange of ideas—
encounters significant obstacles, it is crucial to bolster the relevant
infrastructures across all dimensions before any decision-making. Iran's entry
into these treaties would not only protect the legal rights of creators but also
enhance international collaboration, draw investment into creative sectors,
and promote sustainable economic development. Furthermore, it could
improve global confidence in Iran's legal and economic frameworks and raise
the nation's profile in international contexts. Consequently, the
implementation of comprehensive and forward-thinking policies regarding
accession is deemed an essential requirement.
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Introduction

Copyright protection constitutes a core element of intellectual
property systems and plays a fundamental role in fostering creativity,
innovation, and cultural development. In today’s knowledge-based
economy, international copyright treaties provide a common legal
framework for protecting literary and artistic works while enabling the
cross-border exchange of knowledge and cultural products.

As cultural and creative industries become increasingly integrated
into global markets, accession to international copyright agreements
has gained strategic importance for many countries. Although Iran is a
member of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), it
has not yet joined major international copyright treaties. This situation
has generated ongoing debates regarding the potential opportunities
and challenges of accession.

While previous studies have addressed the legal, economic,
cultural, and political dimensions of copyright protection, an
integrated synthesis of the factors influencing Iran’s accession remains
limited. Therefore, this study examines the key enablers and obstacles
affecting Iran’s accession to international copyright treaties.

Purpose

This study aims to identify, classify, and integrate the factors
influencing Iran’s accession to international copyright treaties. By
synthesizing existing literature, it develops a comprehensive
framework of enablers and obstacles to support policymakers, legal
experts, and cultural stakeholders in evaluating future policy options.

Method

This applied research employed a meta-synthesis approach. Relevant
Persian and international studies on copyright, intellectual property
rights, and international copyright agreements were systematically
reviewed. A total of 4,937 records were initially retrieved from
academic databases. After removing duplicates, excluding studies
without full texts, and eliminating irrelevant sources, 51 studies were
selected for final analysis. To assess study quality, criteria such as
clarity of objectives, methodological coherence, accuracy of data
analysis, and credibility of findings were used. Inter-coder agreement
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was applied to ensure the reliability of the qualitative analysis,
yielding a coefficient of 0.82. Given the complexity and heterogeneity
of the sources, a meta-synthesis approach was selected for conducting
a comprehensive analysis.

Findings

The analysis identified a total of 114 concepts and 34 categories as
influencing factors related to Iran’s accession to international
copyright treaties. These were synthesized into four main dimensions:
economic, cultural, political, and legal factors. The findings show that
the accession process is shaped by a combination of enablers and
obstacles across all dimensions, reflecting the multidimensional and
interdependent nature of the phenomenon (see Table 1).

Overall, the results indicate that each dimension contains both
facilitating conditions and structural constraints that jointly influence
the feasibility and effectiveness of accession. In the following
sections, these factors are presented in detail.

From an economic perspective, several conditions appear to
support the accession process. Economic enablers include
"Preparation of commercial-financial infrastructure™, "Low accession
costs”, "Targeted government subsidies”, and "Positive economic
consequences”. In contrast, certain structural and market-related
constraints may impede this process. Economic obstacles include
"Low share of Iran in global markets”, "Lack of awareness among
cultural actors”, "The state-led nature of the cultural economy”, and
"Negative economic consequences".

In the cultural domain, both institutional capacities and sector-
specific challenges play a key role in shaping accession outcomes.
Cultural enablers include "Preparation of managerial infrastructure™,
"Establishment of collective management organizations”, "High
cultural and artistic capacity", "Willingness of certain publishers to
agree”, and "Positive cultural consequences”. However, existing
structural weaknesses within the cultural sector may reduce the
effectiveness of accession-related reforms. Cultural obstacles include
"Weakness of domestic publishing and publishers”, "Cultural
obstacles to supporting cultural and artistic industries”, and "Negative
cultural consequences”.

At the political level, institutional readiness and external
conditions jointly shape the accession process. Political enablers
include "Preparation of political infrastructure™ and "Positive political
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consequences”. Nevertheless, several contextual and structural
challenges continue to act as significant barriers. Political obstacles
include "Government neglect of the cultural and artistic sector”,
"Negative impact of economic sanctions on accession”, "Religious
issues”, "Macro-level attitudes as an obstacle to accession”, and
"Negative political consequences".

From a legal perspective, both international alignment and
domestic institutional capacity are key determinants of accession
feasibility. Legal enablers include "Global consensus on international
treaties as a factor encouraging accession”, “Increasing legal
awareness among activists and stakeholders”, “Flexibility of
international treaties for developing countries”, "Preparing legal
infrastructures”, "Utilizing international experiences in the field of
copyright", "Existing research support in the field of accession”,
"Strength of domestic copyright laws"”, and "Positive legal
consequences”. On the other hand, certain limitations within both
international frameworks and domestic legal structures may create
important challenges. Legal obstacles include "Shortcomings of the
Berne Convention™ and "The existence of legal and structural
challenges”.

Table 1. Enablers and Obstacles Influencing Iran’s Accession to
International Copyright Treaties
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overnment subsidies; positive cultural actors; state-led_
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economic consequences
Preparation of managerial
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collective management publishing sector; cultural
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positive cultural consequences
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Preparation of political negative impact of economic
Political | infrastructure; positive political sanctions on accession;
consequences religious issues; macro-level
attitudes as an obstacle;
negative political consequences
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Global consensus on international
treaties as an encouraging factor;
increasing legal awareness among
stakeholders; flexibility of
international treaties for
developing countries; preparation
of legal infrastructure;

utilization of international
experience in copyright; existing
research support; strength of
domestic copyright laws; positive
legal consequences

Shortcomings of the Berne
Convention; existence of legal
and structural challenges

Legal

These findings provide a comprehensive basis for understanding the
multidimensional nature of accession and highlight the importance of
adopting integrated and coordinated policy approaches across all
relevant economic, cultural, political, and legal domains to ensure
effective and sustainable implementation.

Conclusion

Accession to international copyright treaties is influenced by a
complex combination of economic, cultural, political, and legal
factors. While such accession provides important opportunities for
strengthening creative and cultural industries, improving the
protection of intellectual property rights, and facilitating more
effective engagement with global markets and knowledge exchange
networks, its absence is associated with significant structural and
institutional challenges. The findings indicate that strengthening the
relevant infrastructures across all dimensions is a key prerequisite for
effective decision-making and sustainable policy implementation. In
addition, non-accession may result in reduced international credibility,
limited access to global cultural and creative markets, weakened
participation in international cooperation, and constraints on scientific,
cultural, and economic exchange. Overall, successful accession
requires coordinated institutional reforms, capacity building, and
gradual, well-planned policy development aimed at ensuring long-
term effectiveness and sustainability.
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