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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between read-
ers' moods and the fiction appeals they select in public libraries of Mashhad, with
the aim of identifying more precise access points to fiction resources.

Method: This study is applied developmental research in terms of its purpose and
a survey in terms of data collection. The study population consisted of 980 mem-
bers over 18 years old who were interested in fiction works in the public libraries
of Mashhad and had read more than four fiction books per month during the
past year. Using the Krejcie and Morgan table, the sample size was determined as
274 participants selected through systematic random sampling. Data were collect-
ed using two questionnaires: PANAS and a researcher-made questionnaire. The
validity of the researcher-made questionnaire was confirmed by six experts in the
field of public resources and libraries, one expert in literature, and three professors
in information science and knowledge studies. Its reliability was calculated using
Cronbachis alpha coefficient (0.83). Data analysis was conducted using SPSS soft-
ware, contingency tables, and the chi-square test, focusing on four main mood
types and each of the five main fiction appeals.

Findings: The findings show a significant relationship between mood type and
the selection of the five fiction appeals, indicating that mood type influences read-
ers’ choices. In low-energy happy and low-energy unhappy moods, the selected
fiction appeals were similar, showing shared interests among readers. However, in
high-energy happy and high-energy unhappy moods, the overlap was limited to
pacing, tone, and atmosphere. Across all four mood types, fast-paced plots and
cheerful tones were the majority preferences. Except in the high-energy happy
mood type, readers preferred recognizable and clear characterization, timeless and
placeless scene description, a simple and readable writing style, and straightfor-
ward plots. Overall, regardless of mood type, readers showed a stronger inclina-
tion toward fiction with fast pacing, recognizable and clear characterization, and
a cheerful tone.

Conclusion: Identifying the preferences of readers with different moods for fic-
tion books can play an effective role in collection development in public libraries,
in enhancing fiction retrieval systems, and in expanding the services of recom-
mender systems and readers’ advisory services.
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